January 10, 2005

Dear Superintendent of Schools:

I write to you regarding the requirements set forth by Chapter 85 of the Acts of 2000 - An Act Protecting Children and Families from Harmful Pesticides (the Act). This Act describes required actions by each school BEFORE any pest control can be conducted on school grounds or within the facility.  This Act requires that EACH school annually prepare and submit to the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) an indoor as well as an outdoor IPM (Integrated Pest Management) plan.  The outdoor IPM plan must also specify what measures may be taken to reduce the risks associated with mosquitoes and mosquito-borne disease.  

During the past few years, eastern Massachusetts experienced a dramatic increase in two mosquito-borne infections. West Nile virus first appeared locally in 2000, reached epidemic proportions soon thereafter, and seems to have become firmly established as an endemic seasonal risk throughout the country.  Another mosquito-borne virus, Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), was the cause of two human deaths and significant illness in two other individuals in eastern Massachusetts during 2004.  During the height of last year’s transmission season, school officials from several communities requested the Norfolk County Mosquito Control Project (NCMCP) to take steps to reduce mosquito-associated annoyance and disease risk on school property.  In certain cases, however, anti-mosquito interventions were obstructed because the school failed to submit an appropriate IPM plan.  These schools were out of compliance with state regulations.

Based upon past experiences, the 2005 season may pose particular concern for EEE.  Thus, it is important to begin work now to ensure that appropriate actions may be taken should they be necessary. To prevent these administrative problems from impeding public health interventions during the upcoming season, I urge you to ensure each school in your district drafts and submits an up-to-date school-specific plan.  I offer two documents with this cover letter to help your staff comply with the state regulations.  These include a generic outdoor IPM plan that can be easily modified for each school, and relevant mosquito control language that may be added to an existing outdoor IPM plan.  Should you find electronic versions to be useful, please request these by email (ncmcp@attglobal.net).

Note that these requirements are specific to EACH school.   A town wide school department cannot submit one plan to cover all schools.  More information about the Act (including the interactive on-line filing process) is offered by MDAR (http://massnrc.org/ipm/index.html).

I offer my assistance to help school departments bring their facilities/grounds into compliance with the Act.  We are also available to assist school administrators and municipal health officials form decisions regarding appropriate interventions to protect the health of students, staff and the environment.  The IPM plans are necessary to define what mosquito control activities may occur if the need arises.

Respectfully submitted,

John J. Smith, Director

cc. Board of Health

